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MINES SAFETY AND BULLYING — INVESTIGATION REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [10.02 am]: On 
9 July this year, I requested the Director General of the Department of Mines and Petroleum to arrange for an 
independent investigation to be carried out following the receipt of an extraordinary number of parliamentary 
questions and a detailed letter from Mr Shaun Maddock outlining allegations about mines safety and bullying at 
certain Goldfields mine sites and the conduct of the department’s mines safety inspectorate in relation to those 
matters. I have now received the report of the independent investigation, undertaken by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, and at the conclusion of my statement I will table a copy of the report. 

In summary, the report found that the inspectorate staff fully discharged their duties in addressing the issues 
raised within the requirements of the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994. The report noted that during 
inspections to verify the veracity of the allegations, a number of improvement notices and a prohibition notice 
were issued. It also found that the Resources Safety division has a clear complaints-handling process and that the 
staff complied with this process. The report identified that the provisions of section 24 of the Mines Safety and 
Inspection Act 1994 prevent inspectors from divulging the name of a complainant even when the complainant 
has given permission to do so. The inspectors did not breach this requirement, even though it made dealing with 
the complaints received very difficult indeed. I note that PricewaterhouseCoopers recognises that this issue may 
be resolved if the provisions contained in the Model Work Health and Safety Bill are eventually adopted in 
Western Australia. That issue will be addressed at a later date. 

The report noted that in an effort to obtain a suitable outcome, the inspectors strongly followed up the complaints 
with the mine management despite the lack of verifiable evidence, and PricewaterhouseCoopers considered that 
this tactic may have been inappropriate. I respond by saying that, given the enormous amount of work that had 
been generated for the inspectorate over this issue, the inspectors properly used their judgement in a genuine 
attempt to resolve the matters being raised as expeditiously as possible. The complaints against the fine and 
hardworking inspectors of the Resources Safety division have been shown to have been without basis. The 
allegations and subsequent publicity have caused considerable personal distress to the staff involved. I trust that 
those who criticised their performance will apologise to them. 

I table the report by PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

[See paper 2751.] 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


